
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3021 May 23, 2006 
being home 4 or 5 days a week every 
week. 

But I am worried about America, and 
I am worried that this House is not 
confronting the problems that America 
faces, because the workweek here in 
Congress is really too short to even be 
called a workweek. The normal con-
gressional schedule, and this week is 
not a normal week, but the normal 
schedule is we come to Washington 
Tuesday afternoon for a few votes on 
Tuesday night; those are usually incon-
sequential votes such as, for example, 
renaming post offices. On Wednesday, 
sometimes there are some real votes, 
and sometimes on Thursday, usually 
Thursday morning. And then by Thurs-
day afternoon our so-called workweek 
is over. Well, this is called the Tues-
day-Thursday Club. I have been in Con-
gress a number of years, there always 
was a Tuesday-Thursday club, but 
membership in that club used to be re-
served for a few folks who happened to 
have congressional districts nearby in 
Virginia or Maryland, or, quite frank-
ly, for some members who didn’t really 
care about the job, who didn’t want to 
attend all the hearings, who didn’t 
want to participate in the debates, who 
didn’t want to study the legislation 
and really face the problems that 
America faces. 

Sadly, today, Mr. Speaker, pretty 
much everybody belongs to the Tues-
day-Thursday Club. Because if you are 
here in Washington on Monday or Fri-
day, you will discover that none of 
your colleagues are. No hearings are 
being held. No investigations are being 
conducted. 

For example, the majority in their 
wisdom has abolished most all of the 
subcommittees that has the power to 
investigate because they simply do not 
want investigations to take place. 
Well, that is one of the primary func-
tions of Congress, is to conduct what 
they call oversight. And that doesn’t 
mean overlooking a problem. It means 
digging into a problem so you can find 
out exactly how taxpayer dollars are 
being spent. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we are in this ironic 
situation with America confronting a 
myriad of problems, and here we are 
working less than any time in literally 
a half century, working less than any 
time since 1948. 

It is time that this Congress got 
down to business to confront problems 
such as, for example, what my con-
stituents back home want is an immi-
gration bill. And the House passed one 
back last December. The Senate hope-
fully will pass one this week or next 
week. But then those two have to be 
reconciled into a bill that both Houses 
can support. With only a few days left 
in this entire session, how are we going 
to reconcile that legislation? Is it 
going to be a good bill when it is rec-
onciled? The clock is ticking, Mr. 
Speaker. There is very little time left. 

Let me mention one other issue that 
I think is of great concern to all Amer-
icans. If you have anyone in your fam-

ily who has been touched by the dread 
diseases of Parkinson’s or Alzheimer’s 
or diabetes or cancer or a stroke or 
heart disease, or any other of a myriad 
of diseases, you are probably inter-
ested, you are probably in strong sup-
port of embryonic stem cell research so 
that our brilliant scientists can try to 
discover cures for these dread diseases. 
The best information we have is that 
some 72 percent of the American people 
favor research in this area. They want 
it done. They want it done now. They 
want it done in America, too. They are 
not willing to outsource an entire area 
of scientific hope for our patients. But 
although this House passed a stem cell 
bill, the Senate has not, and we need 
action on that, because the House 
passed stem cells a year ago. 

I see that my time is expired, Mr. 
Speaker. Thank you. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 18 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. BASS) at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

With the words about Judith from 
the Hebrew scriptures, let us pray for 
each of the women who serve in our 
military forces: 

‘‘Strike up a song to our God. Let us 
sing a hymn of praise as we honor and 
call upon God’s holy name. 

‘‘The Lord is our God who stamps out 
wars. Enemies have threatened us and 
set fire to our land. The young they 
have killed, and they have left us wid-
ows and orphans. 

‘‘Yet the Lord has fought back with a 
woman’s hand. She took off her mourn-
ing cloak and has taken on a new beau-
ty. 

‘‘Some were struck by her daring. 
Others stopped by her boldness. She 
has led her people with a shout of tri-
umph, and the enemy became para-
lyzed with fear.’’ 

So let us sing a new hymn, in our 
day, to the Lord, for the strength of 
our God has been made known in the 
glory of this woman, now and forever. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Georgia (Mr. PRICE) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia led the Pledge 
of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

NEW IRAQI GOVERNMENT: 
SUCCESS 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to acknowledge and applaud 
the inauguration this past weekend of 
Iraq’s new permanent unity govern-
ment. For 3 years, democracy has been 
coming to Iraq, and now it is officially 
here. 

Millions have participated in the 
process, voting and debating, and now 
the people of Iraq finally have their 
own sovereign, democratically elected 
government. The Iraqis have overcome 
huge obstacles, uncertainty, threats, 
violence and fear, but have continued 
to stand firm for the most noble of 
ideals, freedom and democracy. 

In just 3 years, we have seen a tyran-
nical oppressive dictatorship removed 
and a fully sovereign democracy born. 
Their new government is one of unity 
with Kurds, Shiites and Sunnis all 
serving in prominent leadership roles. 
All the people of Iraq may proudly 
stand up and say, this is their govern-
ment, their country, and they will 
honor and protect it. 

Mr. Speaker, the historic signifi-
cance of this event cannot be overesti-
mated. From this day forward, we must 
always look at Iraq as a nation of inde-
pendence, a nation of freedom and a na-
tion of democracy. May it always be. 

f 

‘‘NO COST’’ SUGAR PROGRAM 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
there is a Dear Colleague circulating 
on Capitol Hill that talks about our no- 
cost sugar subsidy program. I would 
suggest that each of our Congressional 
offices have a little contest, take the 
certified smart young interns that we 
have working for us and have a contest 
in your office. See how long it takes 
them to prove how bogus that claim is. 

How long will it take them to find 
out that there is a $1- to $2 billion cost 
to the taxpayer and the consumer, that 
there are environmental costs for 
cleaning up the Everglades, that this 
program threatens over 500,000 Amer-
ican jobs in the candy industry that 
are being driven to Mexico and Canada 
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because our cost of sugar is two to 
three times the world price. 

Those interns will find that 40 per-
cent of the benefits go to 1 percent of 
the growers, and just two huge compa-
nies in south Florida get $120 million a 
year. 

It is time to make modest adjust-
ments and have a serious discussion 
about how to treat sugar in this assem-
bly. I strongly urge approval of the 
amendment that Mr. FLAKE and I will 
be offering later today. 

f 

AMERICANS NEED NOT APPLY 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, imagine a 
place where one can get a job with no 
identification, no references, no experi-
ence. You show up, and after a few 
hours, you walk away with hard cash 
in your pocket. No questions asked. 
You pay no taxes. You pay no Social 
Security. You pay no health coverage, 
and at the end of the day, somebody 
else pays for all of that. 

Welcome to your local day labor cen-
ter funded by American tax dollars. 
Government money to get hoards of 
illegals day labor jobs with the help of 
your wallet. Provide that cheap planta-
tion labor for businesses that exploit 
the law at the expense of real Ameri-
cans. 

But these day laborers don’t always 
work, Mr. Speaker. One in New York 
partied on cocaine and beer then beat, 
raped and murdered a woman after a 
subcontractor hired him to power wash 
her home. That Guatemalan had been 
illegally in the United States for 5 
years. Another example of our govern-
ment’s failure to keep illegals out of 
America but provide them jobs while 
they are here. 

Mr. Speaker, whose side is our gov-
ernment on? Our government should be 
buying into America, not selling out to 
illegals. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

ANNIVERSARY OF H.R. 810, STEM 
CELL RESEARCH ENHANCEMENT 
ACT 

(Ms. DEGETTE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. DEGETTE. Mr. Speaker, nearly 1 
year ago today, we witnessed a truly 
historic event on the floor of this 
House: Members of Congress from both 
sides of the aisle joining together to 
put patients first by passing H.R. 810, 
the Stem Cell Research Enhancement 
Act. 

Two months later we were further 
encouraged when the majority leader 
of the other body announced his sup-
port for our bill. At that point, it ap-
peared that the hopes of so many pa-
tients and caregivers would finally be 
realized as this critically important re-
search would obtain the funding nec-
essary to reach its true potential. Un-

fortunately, Mr. Speaker, that is the 
last we heard of this bill; 364 days after 
passage of the bill in the House, the 
other body remains silent. They have 
proceeded to work on numerous other 
bills, including the designation of 46 
post offices, but they have refused to 
put patients first. 

In the meantime, in the last year, 1.5 
million people have been diagnosed 
with diabetes; 55,000 were diagnosed 
with Parkinson’s; and 8,700 with mul-
tiple sclerosis. 

It is time for the other body to put 
patients first and pass H.R. 810. 

f 

NORTH CAROLINA TEACHER OF 
THE YEAR 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to congratulate Diana Beasley, a 
biology teacher at Hickory High 
School in my district, for being named 
North Carolina’s Teacher of the Year. 

A teacher for over two decades, Mrs. 
Beasley is known for bringing passion 
to her job while instilling confidence in 
her students. Mrs. Beasley will spend 
the next year as a teaching ambas-
sador, traveling throughout North 
Carolina and acting as a role model for 
teachers and students alike. 

It has been said, ‘‘Teachers who in-
spire realize there will always be rocks 
in the road ahead of us. There will be 
stumbling blocks or stepping stones; it 
all depends on how we use them.’’ 

Mrs. Beasley is like all great edu-
cators, teaching us more by who she is 
than by what she says. 

Mr. Speaker, I commend the great 
work of Mrs. Beasley and the tireless, 
selfless investment she has made to the 
future of my district and to the future 
of North Carolina. 

f 

STEM CELL RESEARCH 
(Mr. CHANDLER asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. CHANDLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today on behalf of life and on behalf of 
my constituents whose voices are 
weakening because they are losing 
their battles with diseases such as dia-
betes, Alzheimer’s, Parkinson’s and 
ALS. 

Just last week, I met with Mary Lou 
Smith of Lexington, Kentucky, who 
struggles daily with her battle against 
Lou Gehrig’s disease. 

Diagnosed in February of 2005, this 
degenerative neurological disease has 
quickly devastated her and her family. 

It is individuals such as Mary Lou 
Smith that exemplify the urgency for 
the Federal Government to act on stem 
cell research. I urge the other body to 
pass H.R. 810, which the House passed 1 
year ago tomorrow. 

Stem cell research has the potential 
to not only improve the quality of life 
of people living with ALS but save the 
lives of individuals all across this 
world. 

DELIVER ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITIES TO AMERICANS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, 3 years ago, I visited the 
White House and witnessed President 
Bush sign several historic tax cuts into 
law. House Minority Leader Nancy 
Pelosi predicted that none of these cuts 
would create jobs, but we have actually 
seen 5.2 million American jobs created 
in only 21⁄2 years. Additionally, our 
country has the lowest average unem-
ployment rate in over four decades. 

By decreasing income taxes, doubling 
the child tax credit, reducing the mar-
riage penalty, and creating new incen-
tives for small businesses, Republicans 
have delivered tremendous economic 
opportunities throughout our country. 

Last week I was proud to visit the 
White House again to watch President 
Bush sign another law to help prevent 
tax increases upon American families. 
While Democrats have proposed to in-
crease taxes by $772 billion, House Re-
publicans will always fight to ensure 
that American families keep more of 
their own hard-earned income. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

EXPANSION OF STEM CELL 
RESEARCH 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, it has 
been 1 year since the historic bipar-
tisan achievement in the House of Rep-
resentatives when we voted overwhelm-
ingly to support stem cell research. 
Yet Americans and others around the 
world have continued to suffer from 
devastating illnesses and disabilities 
while scientific progress has been lim-
ited at home due to restrictive policies. 
Other nations with more progressive 
policies have not let the opportunities 
slip by. 

Let us look at lung disease as one ex-
ample. In the past year, an estimated 
342,000 Americans have died of lung dis-
ease; yet researchers in London have 
coaxed embryonic stem cells to change 
into specialized lung cells, highlighting 
the potential for embryonic stem cells 
to be used in regenerative medicine. 

All this while the United States Sen-
ate has failed to hold a vote on H.R. 810 
and the President has failed to offer 
support for the advancement of this 
science, which holds tremendous poten-
tial not only for lung disease but Par-
kinson’s disease, ALS, and even spinal 
cord injuries and so many others. 

Mr. Speaker, the suffering faced by 
so many Americans dealing with dis-
ease and chronic conditions is shameful 
in the face of such potential treat-
ments and cures. I urge all my col-
leagues in the House to encourage our 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 07:25 Nov 16, 2006 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORDCX\T37X$J0E\H23MY6.REC H23MY6C
C

O
LE

M
A

N
 o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
71

 w
ith

 C
O

N
G

-R
E

C
-O

N
LI

N
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-05-07T07:18:57-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




